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Istrouma Area Council
BSA
9644 Brookline Avenue ❖ Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70809
225-926-2697 ❖ Fax 225-926-7552 ❖ Webpage www.iacbsa.org

Welcome to 2019 Winter Camp – Another Cool Adventure
We are excited about your Troop attending our 2019 Winter Camp at Camp Avondale!
Winter Camp is a four-day camp which includes three days of merit badge classes between Christmas and New Year’s.
This allows units to camp together using the Troop and Patrol method to accomplish their goals under their own leadership.
An excellent Camp Staff provides program help, guidance, and supervision in the areas of Scout Craft, Nature, and
Citizenship, along with many other specialty merit badge subjects.
The 5K bike trail will be available for use during Winter Camp. Please bring your own bikes and helmets. Camp Avondale
has a limited number of bikes for use.
The cost of Winter Camp this year will be $220 per Scout. Any Scout that has attended a long term camp is eligible to
participate. Scoutmasters are expected to monitor this.
We will continue to offer a variety of different merit badges to meet the needs of the Scouts. We are working with Summer
Camp, STEM Camp, and Merit Badge Day to reduce the overlap of merit badges offered in each program. See page 13 for
a list of merit badges offered in 2019. This year we are offering online Unit registration and merit badge selection by logging
on to the Council Webpage at www.iacbsa.org .
Share this guide with your Troop and committee. This Winter Camp booklet will be available on the Council website
(www.iacbsa.org).
Our staff of program counselors, supervised by the Camp and Program Directors, is committed to providing a quality
camping experience for you and your Scouts. You can be assured of a strong welcome, a staff committed to meet your
needs, great food, a quality program, and a great experience.

Peter Davidson
Camp Director
(225) 806-0997

Stephen Davidson
Program Director
(225) 287-4412
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General Information
Basic Information for Unit Leaders
The 2019 Winter Camp Schedule:
Date:
Check-In Time:
Departure Time:

December 27th - December 30, 2019
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., December 27, 2019
1:30 p.m., December 30, 2019

Location of Camp Avondale:
Camp Avondale is located three (3) miles East of Clinton, Louisiana on LA Highway 10.
14433 Hwy 10 East, Clinton, LA 70722-9629
Camp Office: (225) 683-3489
Camp Boundaries:
Unit leaders are asked to keep their Scouts within the fence lines surrounding Avondale Scout Reservation.
If one crosses a fence, he is trespassing on our neighbor’s private property.
Reservation & Fees:
Winter Camp is limited to the first 200 Scouts. The cost is $220 per Scout. Registration will close at the end of the day on
Thursday, December 19. Merit Badges cannot be selected until full payment is made. Extra Merit Badge costs are
added when the course is selected.
All adults attending camp must fill out either the Adult Leader application (online) or the Staff application (online). In
addition, if an adult is not currently registered with BSA, they will also need to complete the BSA Adult Application (hard
copy).The Adult Leader fee is $100 per adult. Staff will not pay a fee.
Health Forms:
ALL adults and youth attending camp must have a current Annual Health and Medical Record Parts A, B, and C. This is
necessary to document the current health status and medications, if any, that the Scout or Scouter is taking. Health forms
will be returned to units at the end of camp. It is recommended that only copies of the health forms be submitted, as the
originals should remain with Troop records.
Prescriptions for Scouts and adults may be kept at the campsite if they are stored in a secure location accessible only to the
adult leaders. Non-prescription medicine, asthma inhalers, and epinephrine can be kept on the camper.
Adult Leaders:
Two registered adult leaders 21 years of age or over are required with current Youth Protection Training in camp at all
times. All adults accompanying a Scouting unit who are present at the activity for 72 total hours or more must be
registered as leaders. The 72 hours need not be consecutive.
One-on-one contact between adult leaders and youth members is prohibited both inside and outside of Scouting.
ONLY registered camp youth are permitted in camp. Other children are not to be brought to camp. Separate tent
accommodations will be maintained for male and female leaders. Leaders may rotate if necessary, but at least 2 adults must
be with the Troop 24 hours a day. If it is necessary to leave camp at any time, leaders need to inform the Camp Director
and sign in and out at the Administration Building.
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Refund Policy
1. Written refund requests will be considered only if received in the Pennington Scout Service Center ten (10)
days prior to the beginning of camp.
2. Written refund requests submitted after the event will be considered only for personal illness or family
emergencies. No refund requests will be accepted after ten (10) days following the close of camp.
3. A service charge of twenty-five percent (25%) of the full activity fee will be assessed on all refunds.
4. Refund checks will be issued within 30 days following the close of the camp.
5. Fees are only transferable within the same unit to a Scout not currently registered for the event.

Checklist for Troop Preparation for Winter Camp
Preparation for camp is an easy process, but it does require planning ahead. As a Unit Leader, you are the most important
link in this preparation. The following timetable/checklist is designed to guide you and your Troop Committee in pre-camp
planning for Winter Camp at Camp Avondale.
•

The Scoutmaster and/or parents should counsel with each Scout to determine which merit badges a Scout should
work on and which requirements need to be completed prior to Winter Camp in order to ensure a good rate of
completion at camp (See merit badge Section).

•

Some badges will not be able to be completed at camp. Incomplete merit badges should be completed with a Merit
Badge Counselor at the Troop, District or Council level. Any requirements which require a Scout to complete
activities over a long period of time should be completed prior to camp.

Attendance:
Attendance at merit badge sessions and projects associated with them is necessary to complete the merit badges. Be sure
to select the merit badges the Scout is willing to work toward – limited schedule changes will be made at camp.
Fluctuations in staff levels and volunteers wishing to instruct merit badges may bring alterations to the schedule.
If a merit badge does not have a qualified instructor at the beginning of camp, it will be dropped from the schedule.

Check-in and Departure Schedule
Check-in
Please plan to arrive at Camp Avondale between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. There are no provisions for early arrivals.
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. Upon arrival, Medical Re-check will be required of all campers (youth and adults). A
qualified health officer will review each medical form with each participant . Any Scout or Scouter without a current
completed medical form (Parts A, B & C) will be asked to leave camp until he/she can acquire one. Medical rechecks are
not physicals.
Insurance Check
All youth and adults registered with the Istrouma Area Council are covered by the Council Accident Insurance Policy.
Please advise adults who are not registered that they are not covered by Council insurance. This will minimize confusion.
Out-of-Council Troops must provide proof of accident insurance (either Council or Troop policy).
Please bring documents with you.
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Check-Out
Campers are allowed to depart starting at 1:30 p.m. and have to be out of camp no later than 3:00 pm. on December 30.
Tenting
Each unit/individual is asked to bring unit/personal tents to use at Winter Camp. Camp will not provide tents.
Tent Platforms
Any unit wishing to borrow camp tent platforms may borrow them. Units are responsible for picking up the platforms at
the Warehouse area and returning them. Please contact the Camp Director to reserve platforms.
Trading Post:
The camp Trading Post will be open for your convenience. Items such as candy, soft drinks, warm drinks, ice cream, and
various and sundry items will be available. Assorted handicraft items are offered along with mugs, patches, and literature
including some Merit Badge Pamphlets for merit badges being offered in the camp program.
Pets:
No pets of any type will be permitted in camp.
Knives:
No sheath or fixed blade knives allowed.
Firearms, Ammunition, and Fireworks:
The Istrouma Area Council will make firearms and ammunition available as needed. A qualified Shooting Sports Director
will supervise their use. Campers are NOT to bring firearms or ammunition to camp.
No Fireworks of any kind are permitted in camp at any time, for any reason.
Any violation of these rules will result in the immediate removal from camp of all involved!
No Alcoholic Beverages or Illegal Drugs are allowed on Istrouma Area Council property.
Conduct and Discipline:
All Scouts and adult leaders at Camp Avondale are governed by the “Scout Law”, “Scout Oath” and “The Outdoor Code”
and will conduct themselves accordingly. The Winter Camp Staff, Scouts and Adult Leaders will strive to provide a safe,
wholesome, and moral atmosphere to allow all Scouts the opportunity to enjoy their outdoor experience at Camp Avondale.
Adult leaders will keep the Camp Director and Program Director advised of any problems encountered with their Scouts or
Scouts from other units. The Camp Director retains the authority to resolve all disputes involving disciplinary problems
with individual Scouts or problems between Scouts of different units. Sanctions will be decided by the Camp Director and
may include, but are not limited to, removal from specific programs or removal from Camp Avondale. Violations of
criminal law may result in the arrest and prosecution in East Feliciana Parish under the laws of the State of Louisiana. Your
campsite is your home and should be respected. Entering or loitering around another’s campsite without permission is not
allowed. The Scout Leader in camp is responsible for the conduct of the boys at all times. Taps is at 10:00 p.m. All
campers are expected to be in their own campsite by this time. Hazing in any form is not permitted. No smoking is allowed
in or near any building on camp. Adults only may smoke and only in the main parking lot. No smoking is allowed beyond
the Red Gate or the Brown Gate.
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Emergency Procedures:
In the event of a camp-wide emergency, an alarm will sound. At that time, all camp personnel, campers, and staff will
report to Brown Sea Field away from the Dining Hall for a head count by Unit Leaders. The Unit Leaders will then report
to the Camp Director, Program Director, or Camp Commissioner whether or not their entire Unit is present.
There will be a demonstration of the alarm during the first 24 hours of camp. If the alarm is heard at any other time, It Is
Not A Drill. Everyone should report as quickly as possible.
Cobbler Cooking Competion:
There will be a camp-wide Cobbler Cooking Competion. The time of the contest will be anounced at the Senior Patrol
Leaders meeting. Bring your dutch ovens, charcoal, and lots of good ingredients. Cobblers will be judged whole and, after
the judging, the cobblers will be offered to all attendees for tasting. Come and bring your best!.
Evaluations:
Unit Leaders are asked to evaluate the camp during the week and submit their evaluations at the end of camp so that next
year’s camp may be even better.

Free Time Activities
Mountain Bike Trail Riding – Mountain Bike’s will be available to use with proper supervision. Limited
bicycles are available at camp (checked out with thye Program Director), so it is suggested that you provide your
own bicycles and helmets.

Camp Duties Units are asked to share camp duties. Senior Patrol Leaders can sign-up their
Unit.
Flag Ceremonies:

Assignments for Flag Raising and Retreat will be assigned after arrival at camp.
Chapel Service:
Troops will lead daily Chapel service. Chapel assignments will be made a camp.
Visitor Bathroom:
The Visitor Bathrooms will be cleaned daily. Cleaning assignments will be assigned at camp.
Campsite Bathrooms/Showers:
Campsite occupants are responsible for the cleaning of the bathrooms located in the campsites. Campsites with multiple
units should work out a schedule so that this duty is evenly distributed. There are modern flush toilets and showers in each
campsite. In keeping with National guidelines, toilets and showers are in separate rooms. Remember to respect all youth’s
privacy in the showers and in the campsite areas. Leaders should be observant of all activities in and around the bathroom
facilities for safety concerns, while respecting the youth’s privacy. Toilet paper will be furnished at each Campsite
Bathroom daily. Toilet paper will also be available at the leader lounge. Please leave the bathroom/shower facility cleaner
than you found them.
Leaders’ Meetings:
Regular Adult Leaders’ Meetings will be held each morning, as required, at 8:00 a.m. during the week, addressing camp
activities as the week progresses. Senior Patrol Leaders will meet daily at 7:00 a.m. to plan the week’s program and receive
information to bring back to the Troop’s Patrol Leader’s Council. The Camp Commissioner will attend the Leaders meeting
to assist you with any problems you may have.
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Quartermaster Services:
Limited equipment is available at camp for Troop use. Tents and cots are not available. Wooden Tent Platforms must
be checked out and returned upon completion of camp. To be certain you have what you need, check the Troop
equipment list found in this guide. Equipment may be signed out from the Commissioner responsible for your campsite.
Troops are responsible for all equipment checked out and you must return it in good condition. Damaged or destroyed
equipment will be charged to the Troop.
Food Service:
Camp Avondale has a air conditioned/heated Dining Hall. Food will be served cafeteria style with semi-waiter service.
There will be table assignments and a waiter required for cleaning each table. Table assignments will be taped on each
table. We promise lots of good food. Our camp is set up as a Dining Hall operation. However, if a Troop wishes to
"Outpost Cook" all their meals, they must contact the Camp Director to ensure adequate food service is prepared. Troops
are expected to bring their own equipment. Those cooking should cook in designated areas and care should be given in
quality of preparation, cooking, and cleaning.

NOTE: Any special dietary needs should be reported to the Camp Director no later than
3 weeks prior to your arrival at camp.
Lost and Found:
Lost and found items will be brought to the Trading Post. Encourage all Scouts to mark all possessions with their name
and Troop number. At the end of camp, all items will be brought to the Pennington Scout Service Center.

Accidents and Insurance:
While Scouting teaches safety and the proper procedures to young men, they are still going to have an occasional accident.
Qualified First Aid personnel will be available 24 hours a day at the Health Lodge. Arrangements have been made at Lane
Regional Medical Center in Zachary for Emergency Room Services. In case of a medical emergency, the key staff
leadership will work with the Troop leadership to assure prompt, adequate treatment. Parents will be notified of any serious
injury or illness.

The Council Accident and Sickness Insurance Plan covers all registered youth and leaders. Non-Scouts,
non-Scouters, and guests are not covered. Out-of-council Troops must provide proof of insurance.

Provisional Camping
We believe that a Scout’s best Winter Camp experience is with his own Troop with Scouts he already knows; if this is not
possible, a Scout may attend as a Provisional Scout. Scouts will camp with a Troop with adequate leadership. Each winter,
provisional camping proves to be a tremendous success. The “provisional Scout” is offered as a way to assist individual
boys in coming to camp. It is not intended to relieve a Troop Committee of its responsibility to provide leadership in a
long-term camp experience, therefore a maximum of 3 Scouts from a unit may come as provisional Scout. If there is only
1 leader with the unit we will assign the unit to a campsite with another unit. We urge you to try to bring both Scouts and
leaders to camp for the best results.
Provisional Scouts will be expected to check in at the Camp Administration Building at 8:00 a.m. on December 27, 2019.
Online registration forms need to be checked as Provisional Scouts and need to be completed by November 30, 2019
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What to Bring to Camp
The following equipment would be helpful during your week at camp:

Troop Equipment:
U.S. Flag
Whetstones
Compasses
Bow Saw
File
Axes
Water Hose
Clock

Troop Flag
Plastic Trash Bags
Scoutmaster’s Handbook
Small Maul/Hammer
Rope
Latrine Brush/Bucket
Merit Badge Pamphlets
Lanterns

Patrol Flags
Water Jugs
Troop Library
Shovel/Rake
Troop First Aid Kit
Scout Songbook
Patrol Cooking Gear (as necessary)
Tents

We will work to make your stay as pleasant as possible – only you know what you will really need.

Individual Equipment:
______Complete Scout Uniform
______Comfortable hiking shoes
______Lightweight & Heavy Jacket
______Raincoat/Poncho
______Clothes for 4 days
______T-shirts
______Underwear
______Insect Repellent
______Scout Handbook
______Socks
______Battery Lamp
______Sleeping Gear for winter camping
______Notebook and pencil
______Flashlight/extra batteries

______Toiletry Items:
______Soap
______Toothbrush/paste
______Deodorant
______Comb/Brush
______Mouthwash
______Pants
______Extra Shoes (NO open toe
shoes or sandals allowed)
______Medications
______Towel and wash cloth
______Mess Kit/Eating Utensils
_____Merit badge books are required for each
merit badge

Optional Items:
______Sewing Kit
______Shoelaces
______Personal First Aid Kit
______Postage Stamps/Envelopes
______Pocket Knife (NO sheath knives allowed)
______Watch

______Camera and film
______Sunglasses
______Compass
______Sunscreen Lotion
______Musical Instruments
______Spending Money

Note: All items should be marked with the Scout’s Name and Troop Number.

9

Program
Winter Camp Has Something For Everyone!
Each year, we are made aware of the different needs our Troops bring to Winter Camp. Troop needs, Patrol needs, and the
needs of each Scout have helped us plan this year's program. Camp Avondale provides the best of the outdoors to your
Troop. We have a wide array of camp-wide events and activities for your enjoyment.

Merit Badges
Advancement is one of the methods of the Scouting Program. It teaches new skills, inspires learning, and builds selfconfidence and self-esteem. At Winter Camp, merit badges also provide the Scout with the opportunity to make decisions
on the amount and type of activities in which he will participate.
As you know, certain merit badges will require either advanced work before camp or follow-up work after camp. Other
merit badges will be completed at camp. There are a couple of things we wish to point out to you as you assist your Scouts
in their planning.
1. Please Do Not Let The Scout Over-Schedule. Younger boys come to camp very ambitious, and quite often are so
wrapped up in the merit badges or advancement programs they forget to have fun! We want the Scouts to go home
with a smile on their face and a well-rounded Scouting experience. Remind them that having fun is a key part of Winter
Camp. We recommend that a Scout sign-up for no more than four sessions. This leaves one session available to study,
rest, play volleyball or tetherball, visit with friends, and visit the Trading Post.
2.

Have your Scouts review the merit badge book and the requirements before they come to camp. Once in a while, a
Scout chooses a merit badge to work on and finds out too late it’s not what he thought it was! Make sure he is prepared
and knows what to expect before he comes to camp. Have each Scout review the merit badge pamphlet to see what
requirements need to be completed before or after camp. Each Scout should have a merit badge book for each merit
badge he selects if he expects to complete that merit badge.

Merit Badge Summary
To have a successful merit badge program, your Scouts must begin prior to camp. Some badges are easily
earned in a camping period while others take much longer. Encourage your Scouts to start working early,
before camp. For every merit badge, the Scout should read the entire merit badge Pamphlet so that he is
ready to tackle the badge while at camp. Merit badge Pamphlets are available at the Trading Post for any
last minute needs. Please read the statement to the Scouts about earning merit badges on the bottom of the
Scout application. Winter Camp is work, and does not allow a lot of “free” time.

Online Registration
You now have the ability to register your unit and schedule each individual Scout’s merit badges online. Register on the Council web
page: www.iacbsa.org . Registration will be open for registration beginning October 15, 2019. Merit badge classes are assigned on a
first come first served basis.

If you have any problems with registration contact Margaret Brown at the Council Service Center 225.926-2697
or Wayne Schuver Jr., Council Program Director, at wayne.schuver@scouting.org.
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#1
Merit Badge/Class

7:409:00

Animal Science

#2
9:1010:30
X

Archery

#3
10:4012:00

#4

#5

1:152:35
X

2:454:05

X + Qualify

Art

#6
4:155:35

Night
7:00pm

12

Archery Range

8

Central Lodge Clsrm A

15

STEM Building

25

Magnolia

6

X

Warehouse

15

X

Spirit Center 2

15

X

Astronomy

X

ATV

X------------------------------X

Auto Maintenance

X

Aviation

X--------------------------------X
X

X

# of scouts

Boozer Range
X + Qualify

X

Maximum
Location

Basketry

X

X

Classroom By Road

8

Camping

X

X

Spirit Center 3

12

X

Central Lodge

24

Central Lodge

22

COPE Pavilion

12

Central Lodge Clsrm A

15

Spirit Center 1

30

COPE Pavilion

12

X

STEM Building

15

X

Spirit Center 4

14

Spirit Center 3

15

Warehouse

12

Blacksmith Shop

15

Health Lodge

12

Old Boating Area

15

X

Old Boating Area

6

Blacksmith Shop

15

X

Jean Vasquez Cabin

15

Caddo house

15

Classroom By Road

8

STEM Building

15

Aquatics Area

12

Chapel

10

Citizenship in Nation

X

Citizenship in World

X

Climbing
Coin Collecting

X

Communication

X
X--------------------X

COPE

X--------------------X
X--------------------X

Electricity
Emergency Prep

X

X--------------------X

X
X

Engineering

X

X

Farm Mechanics
Fire Safety

X

First Aid

X

Fishing
Fly Fishing

X
X

X

X

Geocaching

X

Home Repair

X

Indian Lore

X

Leatherwork
Oceanography

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

Orienteering

X

Personal Fitness

X

Personal Management

X
X

X--------------X

X----------------X

Plumbing

X

Public Speaking

X

Pulp & Paper

X

Radio

X

Rifle Shooting

X

Woodcarving

Spirit Center 4

10

Spirit Center 1

15

Central Lodge Clsrm A

10

Rifle Range

12

Possum Trot Museum

12

Shotgun Range

12

Spirit Center 4

15

Warehouse

8

X

Boozer Shooting

18

X

Classroom By Road

16

X
X
X-------------------X

X

Welding

15

X

X-------------------X

Sustainability

16

X

X

Shotgun Shooting

Spirit Center 2
Jean Vasquez Cabin

X

X

Scouting Heritage

Wilderness Survival

X

X
X

X

X
X

New for 2019
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Avondale Winter Camp
2019 Merit Badges
Archery:

Physical strength and stamina required to pull bow back. 2 Session Class. Requires approximately
$8.00 for supplies.

Art:

Requires approximately $10.00 for supplies.

Astronomy:

Meets at night. Binoculars are recommended. Partial completion at camp (Pre-requisites may be
completed prior to camp).

ATV:

Will need to take online safety training (www.atvsafety.org) before coming to camp.
Cost is $40 a Scout.

Automotive Maintenance:

You will get your hands dirty.

Aviation:

Partial completion at camp (Pre-requisites may be completed prior to camp).

Basketry:

Approximately $20.00 needed for supplies. (2 baskets and a stool)

Camping:

Scouts need backpack, tent, sleeping bag, flashlight, and water bottle. Be prepared to sleep away
from your campsite. Partial completion at camp.

Citizenship in the Nation:

Difficult merit badge, 14 year old minimum age.

Citizenship in the World:

Difficult merit badge, 14 year old minimum age.

Communications:

Partial completion at camp (Pre-requisites may be completed prior to camp).

Electricity:

Learn electricity fundamentals.

Emergency Preparedness:

Must have First Aid merit badge. Partial completion at camp (Pre-requisites may be completed
prior to camp).

Engineering:

Scouts must bring a small appliance that is broken to take apart (i.e.) a broken hair dryer is great.

Fire Safety:

Learn how to be safe from fire. Partial completion at camp.

First Aid:

Must have completed Tenderfoot, 2nd and 1st class first aid requirements. Prepare your first aid kit
and bring to camp.
Fishing equipment is available at camp, but feel free to bring your own.

Fishing:
Fly Fishing:

Fly-fishing is a specialized form of fishing that combines skill and artistry. For older Scouts 14
years old and up. Supplies, rods and reels will be furnished. Merit badge may not be able to be
completed. Fee will be about $10 per person.

Geocaching:

May not be able to complete at camp. If you have a GPS, please bring it.

Home Repairs:

Cannot be completed at camp.
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Indian Lore:

Approximately $18.00 for supplies.

Leatherwork:

Approximately $25.00 needed for supplies.

Nuclear Science:

Learn about atomic energy

Orienteering:

Partial completion at camp. Please bring a compass.

Personal Fitness:

Partial completion at camp. Wear clothes that you can run and exercise in.

Personal Management:

Partial completion at camp (Pre-requisites may be completed prior to camp).

Plumbing:

You will have to work. You will learn how to help keep things dry around the house.

Public Speaking:

Fun merit badge, lots of hard work, and you will be able to complete this badge at camp.

Pulp and Paper:

Find out how paper is made.

Radio:

Learn about radios and communicating with them.

Rifle Shooting:

Approximately $20.00 needed for supplies.

Shotgun Shooting:

Approximately $35.00 needed for supplies.

Sustainability:

Cannot be completed at camp.

Welding:

Approximately $15.00 for supplies.

Wilderness Survival:

Be prepared to spend a “survival” night away from camp without a tent. Not recommended for
first-year campers.

Woodcarving:

Must have Totin' Chip. Approximately $20.00 needed for supplies.

Staff Requirements: All staff must be a minimum of 16 years of age when camp begins. They must have current Youth
Protection Training. They must take the BSA Unlawful Harassment course and Hazardous Weather course prior to arriving at
camp. Merit Badge instructors must present a copy of their syllabus or lesson plan prior to camp. These requirements are to
comply with BSA Camp Standards.

Volunteering as a Merit Badge Instructor
Volunteer Merit Badge Instructors are an integral part of the Winter Camp Program. We operate Winter Camp with an
all-volunteer program staff. If you or one of your adults have a talent or knowledge to share and you would like to instruct,
please register to be on the Winter Camp Staff by November 19, 2019.
There is no fee or payment for Staff.
Please go to the Council web page www.iacbsa.org/campstaff to apply.
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Hope You and Your Scouts Enjoy Your Week at Winter
Camp and Come Back Again Next Year!
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